on the 'Evaluation of the Caloric Test' and 'The Parallel Swing Test' does he show this, but also in the discussion after Dr Francis Fodor's contribution on electronystagmography. Here Jongkees produces a simple, illuminating and warning analogy of the difficulties of instrument flying to the early aviators.
Dr William F House shows a film of the surgical removal of VIII nerve tumours by the translabyrinthine approach. He reports no deaths in a series of 45 cases, and a ninety per cent success in the preservation of normal facial nerve function. This is a remarkable achievement and testifies not only to House's personal skill, and his application to this work, but indicates a national difference in the presentation of these tumours. It is rare for an VIII nerve tumour to present in this country at the early stage which House would consider suitable for his operation. The second edition of Dr Schrire's book is a welcome arrival as it has brought up to date a book virtually indispensable to anyone who aspires to a knowledge of cardiology. Plainly, an extensive clinical experience and teaching ability are combined with a forthright style of writing and it is logical to ask how the result has been so successful. The answer may be threefold: firstly, this is the work of one author, so continuity is assured; secondly, a somewhat dogmatic, albeit refreshing, view of controversial subjects is occasionally expressed; lastly, the text is not interspersed with referencesthese are sensibly collected at the end of the volume for the enquiring reader, so ensuring a narrative style.
Dr Schrire begins with the basic descriptions of history taking and physical signs and these form a firm basis for the chapters on systemic cardiology that follow. It is commendable that in a book of this nature, in which clinical detail is emphasized throughout, the writer does not spend time on complicated techniques but rather describes their practical application. Treatment is concisely outlined and the indications for the various forms of cardiac surgery are particularly well discussed. Illustrations are numerous and of a very high standard. Some minor criticisms may be levelled at the various classifications Dr Schrire employs: it would be simpler to have four grades, and not six, describing the intensity of murmurs; posterior infarction would be better described as inferior infarction; and the classification of myocarditis is somewhat difficult to follow. All measurements should now be in the metric system, the serum hydroxybutyrate dehydrogenase is not mentioned in the diagnosis of myocardial infarction and the description of DC reversion utilizes a rather higher initial energy level than is generally accepted. Nevertheless, this book is a model of its kind. Army 1966 This book is a further volume of the Official History of the Medical Department of the United States Army in World War II, an enormous work of more than thirty volumes. This volume is a multi-author work, all the authors and contributors being radiologists or technicians who worked as such in army units in the war. Some of the material is derived from official documents but a great deal was contributed by individuals, often long after the events described. It is written with considerable candour, mistaken planning and failure of organization or apparatus being included, where appropriate, among the successes.
The book is divided into six parts, one for each geographical area of operations, followed by a seventh section concerned with radiological aspects of the development and employment of the atomic bomb. The multiplicity of authors has led to a great deal of overlap of facts and opinions, which has been deliberately accepted by the general editor to preserve the directness and authenticity of each part.
Each section has a tidy plan, progressing from administration through personnel, training, apparatus and employment, to a clinical section. Interspersed, when available, are 'potted' histories of particular units and descriptions of conditions at particular moments. Some of these pieces of narrative are vivid, illustrating the difficulties of giving a highly technical medical service in the vicinity or immediate wake of war. It is a pity the famous interchange of signals is omitted, when to the complaint from a distant base 'Radiographs insufficiently washed' the local commander replied 'So is my '! Whatever the interest of the narrative of official histories, they are intended to be useful in future planning. This volume contains all the material necessary for this purpose but is difficult to use, due to its discursiveness, repetition and mere size. However, the well laid out table of contents and the very good index provide an excellent guide to portions a reader may wish to select. This book provides a guide to current research on chromosomes, with emphasis on investigation of chromosome function rather than description of karyotypes. The book is an excellent illustration of the way in which many different scientific disciplines are interrelated in an effort to increase our understanding of a problem as complex as the function of chromosomes.
The discussion of cytophotometric measurements of individual chromosomes (Rudkin) and digital computer analysis of data from automatic chromosome scanning (Ruddle & Ledley) records the state of the art in 1965, but it must be remembered this aspect of science is advancing rapidly. The ultrastructure of chromosomes is described by Hewson Swift and the metabolism of nuclear proteins by Prescott and Stone. Frenster has presented ideas on repression and derepression of interphase chromatin, which provide much food for thought, though at this stage of our knowledge it is difficult to decide how some of the theories will stand the test of time. There is an interesting paper by Cohen and Shaw relating the specific effects of viruses and antimetabolites on chromosomes, in which they consider the specificity of sites of chromosome breakage caused by these agents.
The Tissue Culture Association must be congratulated on this, their first publication; it is of a high standard both in its content and in the excellence of its format. It is a book written by a panel of expert investigators which will have a wide appeal for all those interested in the fundamental control mechanisms of cellular function. EDWARD London: Pitman Medical This is an interesting and fully documented account of a conference on head injuries which was held at the University of Chicago in February 1966. There were about fifty participants, all experts in some aspect of the problem, and by no means all of them were clinicians: physicists, engineers, biochemists, physiologists and pathologists were among the other contributors. Indeed, about three-quarters of the forty-one papers deal with various physical, biochemical and pathological aspects, the remaining quarter being devoted to clinical problems. The purely 'scientific' papers are excellent in providing a mass of reliable data from many disciplines which will be of value to specialists in this field. Some of the papers dealing with the mechanics of head injuries will be intelligible only to specialists, but this is information which is essential to anyone engaged in the experimental production of head injuries. Similarly, the papers dealing with the biochemical and pathological aspects are important, and are relevant to the clinical management of the patient. The purely clinical papers are in
